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Have You Committed the

Unpardonable Sin?

v Pastor Linus Lau \\/J

"Therefore I tell you, every sin and
blasphemy will be forgiven people, but the
blasphemy against the Spirit will not be
forgiven. And whoever speaks a word
against the Son of Man will be forgiven,
but whoever speaks against the Holy Spirit
will not be forgiven, either in this age or in
the age to come” (Matthew 12:31, 32).

There is a question that has bothered
many Christians and caused a lot of
anxiety among them: “Have I committed
the unpardonable sin?” It is a very
important question. Now if your wife or
best friend told you she’ll never forgive you,
it's no big deal, right? Life goes on. Besides,
never doesn’t always mean never. And we
can always turn to others for comfort. But
if the living God said He would never
pardon you for a sin you have committed,
neither in this age nor in the age to come,
that's a different story. When God says
never, He means never, and there’s nobody
else that you can turn to for restoration. A
million years from now, you will still be
dead in your sin, rotting in hell. So, this is a
serious matter. And it's important for us to
know what that sin is. Obviously a lot of
people take this problem seriously, for I
saw this ad online the other day:

Our board-certified team specializes in
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helping individuals overcome fears,
phobias & anxiety of all kinds, and is
particularly specialized on problems such
as Having Committed An Unpardonable Sin
Phobia. With a success rate close to 100%
we offer a lifetime guarantee to our clients.
To learn more about our 24-hour having
committed an unpardonable sin phobia
program, please call us at 1-800-828-7484
(+1-212-582-8880 from outside the USA)
for a complimentary consultation to
discuss the problem, or contact us using
the form below.

You don’t have to call me, and I don't
charge for my services. I am going to try to
answer three questions for you today: 1. Is
there an unpardonable sin? 2. If there is an
unpardonable sin, what is it? 3. How can
we avoid committing the unpardonable
sin?

1. Is there an unpardonable sin?

There are so many different
interpretations of this issue that one can
get very confused. There was one pastor
who uses this passage to support his view
on universalism (the doctrine that
everybody will go to heaven). On the less
extreme, there are many commentators,
including some conservative ones, who
think that this sin was specific only to the
time when Jesus was physically on earth,
and today we are not in danger of
committing the unpardonable sin.

As always, the truth is in the word of
God itself. Let's take a look at v. 31 and
make two observations from what the Lord
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said. First He gave us the good news, and
then He gave us the bad news.

The good news is: all sins are
forgivable (31a). The Lord is saying that all
kinds of sins, even sins of blasphemy, are
pardonable. All these sins God will forgive.
But of course, God’s forgiveness of sin is
always conditional on our repentance. Let’s
check a few Scripture (Mark 1:4; Luke
24:47; Acts 2:38). So the good news is
that when we truly turn from our sin and
turn to our Lord for forgiveness, we will no
longer have to fear God’s judgment and
condemnation.

The bad news is: there is one
exception. There is one sin that God will
never forgive, either in this age or in the
age to come (31b-32). This is serious, and

we must be very careful in interpreting this.

There are those who say that the
unpardonable sin is the continual rejection
of the Holy Spirit until death. And as long
as I'm alive I might still obtain forgiveness.
I think that is wrong for two reasons. One
is that in v.32 Jesus says, “"Whoever speaks
against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven
either in this age or the age to come.” If
the possibility of forgiveness were taken
away only after death then Jesus would
not have included this age as well as the
one to come. Another reason is 1 John
5:16 teaches that there is a sin unto death
which is pointless to pray about. Heb.
10:26-27 throw additional light on this
issue: “For if we go on sinning deliberately
after receiving the knowledge of the truth,
there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins,

March 2007

The Light of Coral Springs

but a fearful expectation of judgment, and
a fury of fire that will consume the
adversaries.”

So it is clear from the Bible that this
kind of sin may put a person beyond
forgiveness even in this life. Therefore we
must not take the casual attitude that as
long as I'm alive, I still have the chance to
repent, so I'm just going to wait and enjoy
my sin a little longer. But that chance may
never come. You may someday reach the
point of no return when God will not
forgive you even in this life.

So in answer to the first question, yes,
there is an unforgivable sin. Jesus calls it
an eternal sin, one that never receives
forgiveness, but will send the offender into
eternal damnation (Mark 3:29).

2. What is the unpardonable sin?

Our Lord tells us plainly that the sin
that even His precious blood won't cover is
the “blasphemy against the Spirit” (31b).
He explains blasphemy as “speaking
against the Holy Spirit” (v.32). And the
words the Pharisees spoke were recorded
in v.24. So, speaking against the Spirit is
the sin that cannot be forgiven. But what is
the difference? Why is it that we can
blaspheme against the Lord (v.32a) and
still could find forgiveness but not with the
Holy Spirit? I believe it has to do with the
specific role of the Spirit in the plan of
salvation.

In theological terms, it is the Father
who planned our salvation, and the Son
who accomplished our salvation. But it is
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the Holy Spirit who applies the benefits of
salvation to our souls. It is the Spirit's work
to open our eyes, to bring us to repentance

and to forgiveness of sins. If we
blaspheme and reject the Father and the
Son there is still hope, for the Spirit may
yet work within us to humble us and bring
us to repentance. But if by the light of the
Spirit, we have seen and tasted the power
of the Holy Spirit, but then reject his work
as no more precious than the work of
Satan, we shut ourselves off from the only

one who could ever bring us to repentance.

And so we shut ourselves off from
forgiveness. It could result in a hardening
of the heart from God that rules out
repentance and faith, as the Bible clearly
teaches.

“It is impossible for those who have
once been enlightened, who have tasted
the heavenly gift, who have shared in the
Holy Spirit, who have tasted the goodness
of the word of God and the powers of the
coming age, if they fall away, to be brought
back to repentance, because to their loss
they are crucifying the Son of God all over
again and subjecting him to public
disgrace” (Heb 6:4-6).

Let me sum it up again. Without
repentance there is no pardon of sin.
Without the Holy Spirit, there is no
repentance. When we keep rejecting the
testimony of the Holy Spirit, either in our
own lives or other people’s lives, God could
just permit such decision to be the final
answer, making it an irreversible sin.
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3. How should we respond to the
warning?

This is indeed a severe warning from
our Lord, and we must not take it lightly.
Then how can I know for certain that I
have not committed the unpardonable sin?
Let me point you to John Calvin's
explanation in his commentary: “As we
maintain, that he who has been truly
regenerated by the Spirit cannot possibly
fall into so horrid a crime.” Now the
question is: How can I know I have truly
been born again (regenerated) by the Holy
Spirit?

The Apostle John took up this issue in
his first letter to the churches. He was
concerned that some people in the church
had misrepresented the Christian life. So,
he said that a truly regenerated Christian
life would show several characteristics. If
these things are true about you, then you
are secure.

The first thing about a Christian is that
he takes sin seriously, and would confess
that he is a sinner in need of God’s grace.
“If we say we have no sin, we deceive
ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we
confess our sins, he is faithful and just to
forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from
all unrighteousness” (1:8). Do you take sin
seriously? Or do you make excuses for
your sin and even enjoy it like a pig
reveling in the mud? Our holy God is dead
serious about sin, so serious that He had to
punish His own Son for our sins. So, the
first sign of a new life is a contrite heart
pleading for God’s mercy.
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The second sign is related to the first,
in that we now give up our sinful,
self-centered ways and live in obedience to
his law. “And by this we know that we have
come to know him, if we keep his
commandments” (2:3). Do you delight in
the law of God, both in the meditation and
the keeping of it?

The third sign is if we love our
brothers and sisters with a Godly love.
“Beloved, let us love one another, for love
is from God, and whoever loves has been
born of God and knows God” (5:7). Do you
love other Christians the way Christ loves
us: not self-seeking, not easily angered,
but keeping no record of wrongs, bearing
all things, believing all things, hoping all
things, and enduring all things? If you can
love like that, you are truly born again and
not in danger of committing the
unpardonable sin.

There are other signs, such as not
loving the world, and knowing the truth as
revealed to us in the Bible. But to sum it up,
we can have peace in our hearts if we are
truly born-again, for then it is impossible
for us to commit the unpardonable sin. So,
don't hesitate. Forget about that toll-free
number. Just come straight to Jesus. He
has done it all for you. Repent. Obey. Love.
Do it before it is too late. If you keep
putting it off, there may come a time when
the Holy Spirit will withdraw his restraining
hand, and your heart will become so
hardened that you won't be able to repent.
Then you will not be forgiven, either in this
age or in the age to come.
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Guidelines for articles

1. The Light of Coral Springs is a place for our brothers and sisters o communicate
through written words. We therefore welcome your articles, including devotion,

sharing, testimony, daily thoughts, poems, and so on. In order fo encourage a greater
- variety of contribution, please limit your article o 2,000 words or less. &
. ; 2 The Light of Coral Springs will be published every subsequen‘r odd mon‘rh Please. ub
: your article by the 15’h of the month before publlca‘rlon :
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4;% 3?5@ 200 Coral Ridge Drive

%ﬁg ; %‘;ﬁ‘i VR AT Coral Springs, Florida, 33071 U.S.A.
NF: AT Tel: 954-255-9910  Fax: 954-344-1883
wifs: FR% www.cbccoralsprings.org
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